Expository Essay for The Crucible
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Writing Situation:  In the late 1940’s and early to mid 1950’s, the United States found itself in the midst of mass hysteria as hundreds of lives were devastated by the communist witch hunt infamously conducted by Senator Joseph McCarthy and the House on Un-American Activities Committee.  By the time McCarthy was discredited and censured by congress, many Americans’ careers were ruined, families destroyed, and reputations shattered for many decades. 
Directions for Writing:  Choose one of the six topics below to write a multiparagraph essay based on The Crucible.  In your introduction, universally reflect upon the significance of the topic before tying it in to events in The Crucible.  Be sure your thesis statement is the last sentence of your introduction.  In each body paragraph, use at least two examples from the book.  In your body paragraphs, also include at least four non-fiction sources from the Internet to prove your thesis.  Finally, restate the thesis in the conclusion, reflect upon the significance of your thesis as it relates to events in The Crucible and to the audience.  Be sure to end your essay with an analogy or figure of speech that brings your essay to a powerful close that appeals to a general audience.
· Topic One:  Write an essay using plot developments in The Crucible to clearly analyze 
how 
their allegorical, metaphorical, and symbolic elements reflect real life events of 
the 
McCarthy era. 
· Topic Two:  Write an essay using plot developments in The Crucible to clearly analyze how the mass hysteria that occurred in the context of the Salem Witch Trials applies to a real life example of mass hysteria that has transpired in the United States in the last several years.
· Topic Three:  Write an essay using plot developments in 
The Crucible to clearly 
analyze Salem’s theocracy of 
1692 as an argument for or against the constitutional 
separation of church and state in modern day America.
· Topic Four:  Write an essay using plot developments in The Crucible to clearly analyze the role irony played in the characterizations of John Proctor and Abigail Williams.
· Topic Five:  Write an essay using plot developments in The Crucible to clearly analyze the role gender, sex, and sexual repression play in the lives of the characters and how it contributed to the plot’s resolution of main conflict.
· Topic Six:  Write an essay using plot developments in The Crucible by creating your own topic.  Your topic must analyze events, themes, characterization or other literary techniques in the play and apply them to a clear subject on which to write.  If you decide to create your own topic, you must first receive teacher approval before beginning to write.
Rubric Evaluation for The Crucible Essay

Peer Evaluation and Written Comments.  Using the rubric below, evaluate your writing partner’s The Crucible essay.  For this scale, a score of zero is lowest and a score of four is highest.  After each criterion is evaluated, write in the margins of the rough draft a brief comment stating why that score was earned.  Please be honest and conservative in evaluating the essay.

Introduction

· Introduction contains a universal lead that hooks audience’s attention, clearly addresses the prompt,                              and meaningfully reflects about the topic you’ve chosen to write about
0     1     2     3     4   =
· Introduction narrows its reflective lead by smoothly transitioning into the topic for your essay, then sets the context                                 of your topic by briefly summarizing The Crucible in the context of your thesis
0     1     2     3     4   =

· Thesis statement is clear, argumentative, answers the prompt, strongly controls essay, thoroughly guides the direction of each body paragraph, and appears as the last sentence of the introduction













0     1     2     3     4   =
Body Paragraphs

· Contains at least four body paragraphs where each contains a strong statement clearly based on the structure of your thesis and controls the paragraph in which it is written
0     1     2     3     4   =
· Each body paragraph analyzes in depth directly cited  examples from The Crucible to clearly support the structure of your thesis by analytically explaining (not summarizing) and evaluating through use of logical, emotional, or ethical appeals in several sentences or more how the cited examples prove your thesis










0     1     2     3     4   =
· Cites at least four non-fiction examples from the Internet for additional support, with at least one                body paragraph containing an example of antithesis that is thoroughly refuted  
0     1     2     3     4   = 
Conclusion

· Conclusion clearly restates the thesis in different words, appears as the first sentence, and strongly         states what was proved in the body paragraphs



0     1     2     3     4   = 


· Reflect upon the significance of your thesis in relation to The Crucible by bringing the audience to a new level of understanding regarding your topic that has a universal appeal
0     1     2     3     4   =

· Provides a strong, original final statement that uses a figure of speech or analogy to grab the audience’s attention








0     1     2     3     4   =
Throughout the Essay

· Written in MLA format,  uses parenthetical citations, is at least six paragraphs long, contains  paragraphs of at least twelve sentences or more whereby the writer varies the paragraph structure by providing original, in-depth, analytical, evaluative, motivated, and on-topic writing
 
0     1     2     3     4   =


· Transitions and attribution smoothly connects sentences, direct citations, and or paragraphs












0     1     2     3     4   =


· Relatively free of pointers, spelling, grammatical, mechanical errors, and completely free of plagiarism










0     1     2     3     4   =









Add Scores and Total =


   







Divide Total by 12       =            =          =

Glossed and Final Draft.  Now that you’ve received your rubric score, revise your draft according to the rubric.  After that revision, write your final draft and gloss the changes by highlighting them in each paragraph.  Oh, and don’t forget to read the “Writers Rules,” “Pointers,” and “The Write Way” packet before doing your final draft, which, of course, must be typed and in MLA format.[image: image3.jpg]
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Reading Standards 1.3, 2.1, 2.4, 2.5,  3.0, 3.2, 3.5, 3.9; Writing Standards 1.0, 1.1, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.9, 2.0, 2.2, 2.6;  Written and Oral Language Standards: 1.1, 1.2, and 1.3; and Listening & Speaking Standards 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 1.9, 2.1, 2.2 & 2.3











